January 12, 2015

team, a position he held for 24 years, retiring
this past December. During that time, Coach
Blakeney built a little-known Southeast Ala-
bama team into a conference powerhouse and
a nationally-competitive program. His remark-
able career at Troy has included six 10-win
seasons, five Sunbelt Conference champion-
ships, and 178 wins—a total that places him
among the top three Alabama college coach-
es, behind the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant
and just ahead of his mentor and winningest
Auburn coach Ralph “Shug” Jordan.

Among the defining characteristics of Larry
Blakeney-coached teams was the fearless atti-
tude they took into competition. “Any team,
anytime, anywhere” was Troy’s motto, never
phased or intimidated by traditional college
football powers. And the Trojans would not
just compete against the best, they would win.
Simply put, Larry Blakeney has personified
Troy Football, so much so that the field on
which the Trojans play bears his name.

Larry Blakeney’s impact on the game of
football in Alabama started as a player in high
school, when he led the Gordo Green Wave to
a record of 24-2-2 and three-straight Warrior
Conference championships. He enrolled at Au-
burn University, where he became the first
sophomore to start at quarterback under
Coach Ralph “Shug” Jordan, a distinction that
even Auburn Heisman winner Pat Sullivan
does not share.

Blakeney began his coaching career in the
high school ranks, first at Southern Academy,
then Walker High School and Vestavia Hills
High School. He was then hired at his beloved
alma mater, Auburn, where he served as an
assistant coach for 14 seasons. Auburn would
experience one of its most successful runs
ever with Coach Blakeney calling plays, in-
cluding three-straight SEC championships in
1987, 1988 and 1989. Coach Blakeney’s suc-
cess and championship drive made him the
perfect choice to lead Troy’s burgeoning foot-
ball program beginning in 1991.

His success on the gridiron has led to many
accolades, including multiple “Coach of the
Year” honors and placement in the Alabama
Sports Hall of Fame. However, Coach
Blakeney’s impact goes far beyond the playing
field.

From Gordo to Auburn to Troy, he has
maintained close, warm relationships with his
teammates, fellow coaches, and players. The
Auburn Creed, which outlines how Auburn
men and women are supposed to live, empha-
sizes “the human touch,” which cultivates
love, understanding and sympathy with your
fellow man. Larry Blakeney personifies and
embodies that “human touch” to a great and
rare degree.

Hundreds and perhaps thousands of once-
young men are, today, better husbands, fa-
thers, and citizens because of the positive in-
fluence of Coach Blakeney; a good man who
used the game of football to teach integrity,
character, and perseverance throughout his
entire career.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to acknowl-
edge Coach Blakeney’s positive impact on
young people in Alabama, to celebrate his re-
markable career, and to honor his place
among the greatest college football coaches to
walk the sidelines in my state.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPRECIATION DAY

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 12, 2015

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Law Enforcement Appreciation Day
and honor our brave law enforcement officials
who put their lives on the line day in and day
out and keep our communities safe. The mil-
lions of state, local and federal law enforce-
ment officers nationwide constitute both our
first and last line of protection for the Amer-
ican people.

As a former mayor, | know how important
having well-staffed and properly equipped
public safety departments is to protecting our
communities. Our law enforcement officials
work tirelessly to protect our families and busi-
ness, and | am committed to ensuring that
they have access to the resources they need
to uphold the public’s safety. That is why |
have long been a supporter of the federal
Community  Oriented  Policing  Services
(COPS) Technology Grants program as well
as for the COPS Hiring program, which pro-
vides invaluable resources and technical as-
sistance to state and local law enforcement
agencies in an effort to keep our communities
safe.

Finally, | want to recognize my friend, col-
league and former sheriff Congressman
REICHERT for all his work to honor and support
law enforcement officers across our country.
Protecting the American people must be the
number one priority of our government. It is
our brave law enforcement officers who pro-
tect our streets day and night who are the
very essence of our national security and de-
serve our utmost gratitude and thanks.

EXCELLING IN THE CLASSROOM
AND ON THE COURT

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 12, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate high school student Cassidy
Nussman for being named to the 2014 Texas
Girls Coaches Association (TGCA) Class 6A
all-state and academic all-state volleyball
teams. Nussman is a senior at Pearland High
School in Pearland, Texas. These prestigious
awards recognize her hard work and exem-
plary performance as a scholar-athlete.

Nussman earned a spot on the academic
all-state team by maintaining a GPA of 3.9 or
higher while competing on the court at an elite
level throughout her high school career. She
was also named an honorable mention selec-
tion on the Under Armour Girls High School
All-America Team by the American Volleyball
Coaches Association (AVCA) and competed
on the 2014 TGCA Blue All-Star team for
Class 5A/6A as one of the division’s top 12
college-bound players. She has committed to
play volleyball for Northwestern University next
year.

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to Cassidy Nussman for
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being named to the 2014 Texas Girls Coaches
Association (TGCA) Class 6A all-state and
academic all-state volleyball teams. We look
forward to her continued success both on and
off the court.

——————

INTRODUCING THE DEFEND
ISRAEL BY DEFUNDING PALES-
TINIAN FOREIGN AID ACT OF 2015

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 12, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Defend Israel by
Defunding Palestinian Foreign Aid Act of
2015.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’ ap-
plication to join the International Criminal
Court (ICC) is an affront to all of those who
have engaged for years in efforts to accom-
plish a peaceful resolution to the decades long
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The Palestinian
Authority’s anticipated war crimes complaint
against Israel will, in no uncertain terms, se-
verely hinder future comprehensive peace
talks in a time when the advancement of a
two-state solution that ensures enduring peace
has never been more important.

For more than half a century, Israel has
been America’s most reliable strategic partner
in the Middle East. It is essential that we re-
main supportive of Israel's absolute right to
defend itself and protect its citizens. We can-
not stand by while the Palestinian Authority,
engaged in a unity government with Hamas,
makes frivolous and damaging claims against
Israel Defense Forces soldiers and Israeli citi-
zens residing in settlements in the disputed
West Bank. Congress must halt the $400 mil-
lion American dollars sent annually to the Pal-
estinian Authority until it withdraws its counter-
productive request to join the International
Criminal Court and returns to the negotiating
table with Israel.

| urge my colleagues in the House to join
me in calling for the defunding of Palestinian
foreign aid by becoming a co-sponsor of this
resolution.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 12, 2015

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, on January 9,
2015, | underwent emergency surgery to re-
pair a broken bone and, therefore, was unable
to vote. Had | been present, | would have
voted yes on the Motion to Recommit to H.R.
3, the Keystone XL Pipeline Act, and no on
Final Passage of H.R. 3.

———

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 9, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3, the Keystone XL
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